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PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 
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PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 



2. For printing on the patent front page, list (1) the 
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directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 



PTOL-85 (Rev. 1 1/03) Approved for use through 04/30/2004. 



Page 3 of 3 



# ft 




* 

Notice of Allowability 
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Application No. 

09/580,546 


Applicant(s) * — ' 

CHEN ET AL 


Examiner 

Jennifer 1. Harle 


Art Unit 

3627 





. - The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1313 and MPEP 1308. 



1 . |3 This communication is responsive to 06/23/03 . 

2. |3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-48 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1|3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
3Q Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
5n Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 
7Q Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



2Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

6E3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8|3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9D Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-48 are pending. Claims 1-48 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 

applicant's attorney, James G. Gatto on July 14, 2003. 

Claim 1. (Currently amended) A method for enabling one o/ more users to request 
incentive to dine at one or more user selected restaurants comprising the steps of: 

providing a web site for receiving requests from users for incentives for ding at one or 
more user selected restaurants, the request including oner or more user specified dining 
parameters; / 

processing the one or more incentive requests to dynamically determine for an individual 
user whether incentives should be provided to/me user, the determination being made based on at 
least the user specified dining parameters and one or more restaurant specified business rules; 

providing a response to the usemndicating if any incentives are being offered to the user 
by the one or more restaurants; and / 

receiving at the web site a selection fropi the user for an incentive. 
Claim 25. (Currently Amended) A system for enabling one or more users to request 
incentives to dine at one or more usdr selected restaurants, tfie system comprising: 
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Mfr — - a web site for receiving request from users for incentives /or dining at one or more user 
J selected restaurants, the request including one or more user specified dining parameters; 

a processor for processing the one or more incentive/request to dynamically determine for 



5. 



v 



an individual user whether incentives should be providedao the user, the determination being 
based on at least the user specified dining parameters jmd one or more restaurant specified 
business rules; 

a response means for providing a respond to the user indicating if any incentives are 
being offered by the one or more restaurants; 

a receiving means for receiving at the web site a selection from the user for an incentive. 



Reasons for Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The present invention comprises independent claims 1 and 25. These claims include the 
following features that distinguish applicant's invention over the prior art: the claims make 
incentive determinations dynamically in response to individual user request and make individual 
decision based upon those requests, which include specific dining parameters, i.e. the incentive 
determinations are made by each restaurant each time the individual makes a request based upon 
the specific criteria of the request at that given time for that given reservation request. See, e.g. 
Specification pp. 13,39-40. 

The closest prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The closest non-patent literature has already been cited and used in the previous 
rejections, i.e. the web-site restaurantrow.com. While restaurantrow.com teaches the individual 
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inputting specific dining parameters and searching for an incentive, Transmedia, it does not teach 
that the determination is made by each restaurant for the individual based upon the specific 
request rather it is a static incentive determination. 

US 6,477,503 Bl teaches an active reservation server that hosts dining reservations and 
incentive requests. However, it fails to teach that the individual can search based upon the 
incentive requests or that the incentives would be based upon an individual user. 

WO 00/60517 A2 teaches a centralized electronic incentive system that permits 
customers to identify themselves to select incentives on any type of product or service, while 
allowing purchasing data to be collected for micro-target offers. Additionally, the consumer is 
identified before being offered an incentive. However, the reference fails to teach that the 
determination is made by each retailer for the individual based upon the specific request rather it 
appears to be a static incentive determination. 

The examiner also notes two other foreign patents as of interest - WO 00/721 13 A2 
which teaches a coupon calendar system and method for targeting consumers in a particular area 
including restaurants and the consumers can find promotions that apply to the goods and services 
they seek, however, nothing is specifically disclosed about individual determination or that it is 
dynamically performed - WO 01/22321 A2 teaches a computerized auction system using 
multiple purchase media and is not an incentive system, however it does allow both the buyer 
and the seller to specify criteria and to be interactive and dynamic in coming to terms to purchase 
goods, as this is not an auction situation and incentives are not involved, it is merely noted as of 
interest. 
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* Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer I. Harle whose telephone number is (703) 306-2906. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Robert Olszewski can be reached on (703) 308-5 183. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed' to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 



Jennifer lone Harle 



July 24, 2003 



Kenneth R. Rice 
Primary Examiner 



